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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (f{ known)} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE .

‘ 01d Castle Hall, a crudely quoined three-story rubble stone.
building, originally consisted of only two stories, The third
story was added later and then afterwards torn off because of
poor mortar joints; it was then added for 2 second time and remains
to date,

A simple rectangular plan is carrled through to the straight
gable roof, All window and door openings are rectangular with
heavy stone lintels and sills.

" Thé second and third floor levels are clearly vigible because of
the beams which extend through the exterior wall surfaces. The old
two story roof line is zlso clearly visible on the back 51de of the
structure.

Although the interior has been renovated many times over the
years, the existing plen and interior are considered to be very close
to the original conditions.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

R

On February 3, 1858, the Kansas Education Asscciation of the
Methodist Episcopal Church received a charter from. theé ferritorial
legislature to establish a college at OF near Palmyra, and on Febe
ruary 12 a charter was granted for Baker University. As an induce-

ment to the Methodists to Iocate the college at Palmyra, the town
association gave them a section of land adjacent tc the town site.
The section was surveyed into lots and over the years most of the
1land was sold to raise money for construction and operating expenses,

Congtruction of a temporary college building one block off
the campus began in late 1857 or early 1858, and its doors were
opened for students Noverber 22, 1858, It was erected off campus
because school trustees lacked sufficient funds to build the type of
permanent structire they desired and they did not went to erect a
temporary building on the campus. College officials could raise
only enough funds to construct twd stories of the planned three-
story structure, The Palmyra Masonic lodde financed the third
floor in exchange for regular use of a rcom for lodge meetings,

After =amother building was completed in 1871, the 0ld Castle
Hall was no Jonger used for classes. In 187h the president of the
college, Joseph Denison, used it as his_home. Among others, uses
over the years have been as a mill, a student rooming house, a
public school, and a storage place for sthletic materials and other
college property. S :

‘The third floor was removed during the time it was used as a
mill, reportedly because vibrations of the mill machinery had
weakened it. When Baker University celebrated its fiftieth an-
niversary, the third floor was rebuilt. In the 1950's extensive
restoration work was carried out by the 0ld Castle Memorial asso-
ciatiofi, &4 today the building is maintained as a museum.

018 Castle Hall was the first building of Baker University,
which is today the oldest four-year college in the state., Archi- _

tecturally it is a very fine example of early Plains Vernacq%%%lﬂlllziz
N >
et

archltecture as adapted to a multistory building,
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89-663), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
in the National Register and certify that it has been (G? .
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Records destroyed. A guide book, Kensas, was published in 1939,
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Rohrer, Lee Ann, "Baker's '01d Castle' Relates Many Tales,®
Lawrence Journal-World, May 30, 1957.
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